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Responses to Comment Submission 15,  
REBOUND Comments  

 
 
 
 

15-1. Thank you for your comment. 

15-2. Detailed hydrogeologic studies have been conducted to evaluate 
the potential for impacts on the groundwater and surface water in 
the project and well vicinities.  Based on these studies, there would 
be no perceptible effect on the Columbia River, a net increase in 
discharge to the Walla Walla River, and no impact on wetlands and 
streams.  The groundwater extraction and resultant impact from 
use of the shallow wells that are now used by the Boise Cascade 
fiber farm would be reduced, so the availability of groundwater to 
any wells in that area would not be reduced and may actually be 
increased.   
 
Extraction from the deep well or wells on site could result in an 
adverse impact to the well at Iowa Beef Processors.  The applicant 
would provide groundwater monitoring of that well to evaluate 
whether it was being adversely affected, and would provide a 
remedy in the event that its intended use was compromised by 
groundwater use for the power plant.  The text of the Draft EIS has 
been clarified to address this issue; see Section 3.3 in Chapter 3 of 
this Final EIS. 

15-3. The applicant has applied for a transfer of an existing water right 
from the Port of Walla Walla.  The Washington Department of 
Ecology has evaluated that application, prepared Reports of 
Examination for the proposed transfer of water rights, and 
concluded that the transfer would not enhance the original water 
rights and would not have a detrimental effect on other 
groundwater rights or the public welfare.  This EIS process has 
provided an opportunity for the public to comment on the proposed 
water right transfer, as indicated in the response to comment 19-26.  
 
The Reports of Examination for each water right that would be 
transferred are included in Appendix C of this Final EIS.  The 

Draft EIS discussion of public and private water supplies has been 
updated; see Section 3.3 in Chapter 3 of this Final EIS. 

15-4. An aquifer test was performed in the deep on-site well in part to 
evaluate whether the proposed groundwater withdrawal would 
have any effect on flows in the Columbia River.  The results 
indicated that the aquifer is not in direct hydraulic continuity with 
either of the two overlying aquifers, the uppermost of which is 
directly connected to the Columbia River.  Similarly, water levels 
measured in the aquifer are well below the level of the river, 
indicating that there is no efficient connection between the river 
and the aquifer from which the well water would be withdrawn.  
As discussed in response to comment 15-3, the Washington 
Department of Ecology has reviewed the water right, found it to be 
in good standing, and has not questioned the validity of the use of 
this water for the proposed plant site. 

15-5. As described in Section 3.2, state and federal regulations require 
the applicant to install LAER emission controls and to offset at 
least 100% of their PM10 emissions.  These requirements are 
designed to protect human health by preserving the health-based 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards.  The applicant has 
offered to offset 110% of the PM10 emissions generated by the 
proposed generation facility. 

15-6. Thank you for your comment.  The PSD permit and NOC 
evaluated Wallula emissions when combined with background 
conditions.   

15-7. Section 3.2 of the Draft EIS has been updated to describe potential 
formation of secondary ammonium nitrate aerosol caused by 
chemical reaction of the power plant plume with regional 
agricultural emissions.  Please see Chapter 3 of this Final EIS for 
updated text. 
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15-8. Please see response to comment 15-7. 

15-9. Please see response to comment 15-7. 

15-10. Please see response to comment 15-7. 

15-11. Please see response to comment 15-7. 

15-12. Section 3.2 has been updated to provide more detail on the 
applicant’s proposed PM10 offset program.  Please see Chapter 3 
of this Final EIS for updated text. 

15-13. Thank you for your comment. 

15-14. Thank you for your comment. 

15-15. Thank you for your comment. 

15-16. State and federal regulations for nonattainment area emission 
offsets do not require the applicant to offset secondary particulate.   

15-17. The applicant’s predictive modeling presented in Section 3.2 of the 
EIS shows the worst-case PM10 concentrations to be lower than 
EPA’s new limits for PM2.5 as specified under the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards. 

15-18. Section 3.2 has been updated to address potential formation of 
secondary ammonium nitrate particulate.  Please see Chapter 3 of 
this Final EIS for updated text. 

15-19. A detailed hydrogeologic study has been performed to evaluate the 
groundwater in the vicinity of the on-site well and its possible 
hydraulic continuity with surrounding wells and water bodies.  
This information is presented in detail in the Application for Site 
Certification (Wallula Generation 2001). 

15-20. Please see response to comment 15-7. 

15-21. Thank you for your comment. 

15-22. Thank you for your comment. 




